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Doula Canada Endorses the Na?onal Aboriginal Council of Midwives’ Posi?on Statements on 
Evacua?on for Birth, Indigenous Child Apprehensions, and Forced and Coerced Steriliza?on of 
Indigenous Peoples 
The Na/onal Aboriginal Council of Midwives (NACM) has released three posi/on statements on 
evacua/on for birth, Indigenous child apprehensions, and forced and coerced steriliza/on of 
Indigenous Peoples. In the posi/on statements, NACM condemns the: 

• rou/ne and blanket evacua/on of pregnant people for birth and demands the return of 
birthing services to all Indigenous communi/es; 

• over-representa/on of Indigenous infants and children in child protec/on services across 
the country; and 

• forced, coerced, and involuntary steriliza/on of Indigenous Peoples. 

As an ally organiza/on to Indigenous Peoples, and as an organiza/on that strives to do beJer for 
Indigenous families, Doula Canada officially endorses the NACM posi/on statements. The Doula 
Canada’s mission is to improve perinatal, infant and family well-being by educa/ng and 
suppor/ng professional doulas in Canada and around the world. Doula Canada supports all 
persons in their rights to bodily autonomy and free and informed consent. We support the 
inherent right of Indigenous Peoples to birth in their own communi/es, to access safe and 
culturally relevant care close to home, and to restore Indigenous birth prac/ces. 

Doula Canada recognizes that we have a role to play in making doula training and doula services 
more accessible to Indigenous Peoples. We are commiJed to respecNul, inclusive and reciprocal 
rela/onships with Indigenous doulas and health care providers, and the Indigenous families and 
communi/es we serve. 

We acknowledge that Indigenous doulas are ideal companions for Indigenous families. To 
provide equitable access to doula training and to increase the number of professionally trained 
Indigenous doulas, we are launching an Indigenous Doula Scholarship in September 2019.  

The complete posi/on statements can be found at NACM’s website at hJps://
indigenousmidwifery.ca/posi/on-statements/. 

For more informa/on on Doula Canada’s Indigenous doula training ini/a/ves, please contact: 
Shaunacy King 
Director, Doula Canada 
shaunacy@doulatraining.ca 
1(888)216-9782 

Miranda Kelly 
Indigenous Doula Consultant, Doula Canada 
miranda@doulatraining.ca
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